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A Last Straw is a free interpretation on the song with the same name by Robert Wyatt. The piece was comissioned by

Athelas Sinfonietta Copenhagen with the support of The Danish Arts Foundation and was premiered 23/10 2015 during the

Wundergrund Festival. 

Performance notes and instruments:

Lead singer

Amplified, with analogue ecco and delay pedal. Further information might be added in a later version of the score

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in Bb

With and without mute

Trombone

With plunger (optional Harmon Mute)

Perc 1

Cymbal on stand. Played on by hand, bow and whiskers

Chimes. Metal glass or sim. High pitched of any size

Bass Drum. Played with soft mallets

Rain Stick

Marimba

2 bows and mallets

Harp

Piano

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violon cello

Contra bass

5 stringed (C-string)

Alternatively: 4 stringed bass with E-string tuned to C

Technical notes:

The lead singer must be amplified. Two or more ecco and delay pedal are used.

It is recommended to supply the conductor with a clicktrack. 

© Regin Petersen

reginpetersen.dk
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Lead

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in Bb

Trombone

Percussion

Marimba

Harp

Piano

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass

&

The piece starts with the lead singer making "body sounds" with the microfone. 

On cue the conductor starts on A
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A Last Straw

(v. 231015)

30-90"

Lyrics and melody: Robert Wyatt

Arrangement: Regin Petersen
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Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.
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Mar.

Hp.

Pno.

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.
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Only sound of keys should be heard
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Play in waist.

Only a slight "hiss" sound should be produced

Sul E. Play on bridge.

Minimum bow pressure.

Very suttle highpitched sound should be produced

∑

ord.

&

∑ ∑ ∑

Play in waist.

Only a slight "hiss" sound should be produced
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Minimum bow pressure.
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Multiphonic.

Let the tones waver a bit

Try out different or use suggestion.

Tone should be clear with focus

on high pitches
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Try out different or use suggestion.

Tone should be clear with focus
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Blow air.

Only sound of air shoul be produced

Stop bell with hand.

Still only air sound
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Sul G. Play on bridge.

Minimum bow pressure.

Very suttle highpitched sound should be produced
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